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Randall Garrett sticks a sharp needle into our government and 
society in this wonderful story. He projects the current trends 
towards paternalistic government into the future. Yes, we have 
attained a world government and everyone is equal whether they 
want to be or not; everyone is taken care of no matter how 
incompetent, stupid or sleazy they are and everyone is out to 
undermine everyone else. The author predicts (sadly only too well) 
what the trends of today will eventually produce if allowed to 
continue. But wait! there is hope in the asteroid belt where jerks and
incompetents are weeded out by hard physical laws and only those 
who possess common sense and the ability to actually survive are 
allowed to govern. But will the Earth government allow this to 
continue? Of course not. Listen to this great story to have a peek 
into the future. 

Read by Phil Chenevert.  Total running time: 2:02:14

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, 
distributed, or modified without permission. For more information 
or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.
Cover picture book illustration. Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, 
EU. and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design 
by Annise. This design is in the public domain. 
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